
RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD  
OF THE ANTIOCH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  

REGARDING CENSURE OF TRUSTEE ELLIE HOUSEHOLDER 

Resolution No. 20-21-07 

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 9005, “Governance Standards” states that “To maximize 
Board effectiveness and public confidence in district governance, Board members are expected 
to govern responsibly and hold themselves to the highest standards of ethical conduct;” and 

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 9005 further states that “Each individual Board member 
shall… Recognize and respect differences of perspective and style on the Board and among staff, 
students, parents and the community;” and 

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 9005 further states that, “Each individual Board member 
shall… Act with dignity, and understand the implications of demeanor and behavior;” and  

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 9005 further states that, “Board members also shall assume 
collective responsibility for building unity and creating a positive organizational culture” and 
“Govern in a dignified and professional manner, treating everyone with civility and respect;” 
and, 

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 9010, “Public Statements” states that “… the Board 
encourages members who participate on social networking sites, blogs, or other discussion or 
informational sites to conduct themselves in a respectful, courteous, and professional manner and 
to model good behavior for district students and the community” and 

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 9012 “Board Member Electronic Communications” states 
that “Board members shall make every effort to ensure that their electronic communications 
conform to the same standards and protocols established for other forms of communication” and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Board of the Antioch Unified School District makes the 
following factual findings: 

Trustee Householder, on her Twitter page, which identifies her as an Antioch Unified School 
District Board Member, tweeted support for the conduct of demonstrators whose stated goal (and 
actions thereafter) were designed to deliberately prevent the Antioch Unified School District Board 
from conducting its lawful business at a public meeting (which is a violation of Penal Code section 
403).  Householder went on to tweet that “For the last week I’ve heard students chant ‘we will 
vote you out’ and ‘f*** Mary, Gary, and Diane” and further stated “She is SHOOK YA’LL!! Just 
a happy reminder your voice has impact to never stop fighting!”  To publically voice approval and 
support of speech that denigrates her fellow Trustees violates the Board Policies cited above and 
exceed the bounds of common decency and professionalism that should be a part of all board 
members’ speech and conduct. 

WHEREAS, the Governing Board determines that Trustee Householder’s conduct is 
unacceptable, unprofessional, and a violation of the Board Bylaws cited above. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the Governing 
Board of the Antioch Unified School District hereby finds that the foregoing recitals are true and 
correct. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that based on these recitals, the 
Governing Board of the Antioch Unified School District hereby formally censures Trustee Ellie 
Householder and proclaims publicly that this Board disapproves of the aforementioned conduct 
and finds it to be a violation of the Board Bylaws and unacceptable behavior that shall not be 
tolerated. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that Trustee Householder shall treat 
fellow Board members and District staff with dignity and respect at all times and in all forums. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the following vote of the members of the Governing 
Board of the Antioch Unified School District of Contra Costa County, State of California, this 9th 
day of September, 2020. 

 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSTENTIONS: 
ABSENT: 

 

____________________________________  
 Diane Gibson-Gray  
 President of the Board of Education 

 

I certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly introduced, passed and adopted by the 
Governing Board at a regularly called and conducted meeting held on said date.  

____________________________________  
Stephanie Anello  
Secretary to the Board of Education 


