Regular Meetings:
2nd and 4th Tuesday
of each month

Agenda prepared by:
Office of the City Clerk
(925) 779-7009

ANNOTATED AGENDA
for
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
ANTIOCH CITY COUNCIL
Nick Rodriguez Community Center
213 F Street
Antioch, CA 94509
SATURDAY
MARCH 10, 2018
9:00 A.M.
9:04 A.M.

ROLL CALL – Council Members Thorpe, Tiscareno, Ogorchock, and Mayor Wright
(Council Member Wilson arrived at 10:05 a.m.)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None
PUBLIC HEARING

1.
10:33 A.M.
10:50 A.M.

DISTRICT-BASED ELECTIONS
ADJOURNED TO BREAK (After Presentation and Public Comments received)
RECONVENE. ROLL CALL for Council Members – All Present

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS (To discuss additional draft maps to be drawn)
11:38 A.M.
11:58 A.M.

ADJOURNED TO BREAK (To draw up additional draft maps)
RECONVENE. ROLL CALL for Council Members – All Present

Recommended Action:

It is recommended that the City Council receive public input
regarding a proposed map or maps for a district-based
system of electing Antioch City Council members.
Council received public input regarding proposed draft maps. The Demographer
commented the draft maps would be posted on the City’s Webpage 03/12/18.

STAFF REPORT
PUBLIC COMMENTS
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
ADJOURNMENT – 12:27 p.m.

STAFF REPORT
STAFF REPORT

The City Council meetings are accessible to those with disabilities. Auxiliary aides will be made available
for persons with hearing or vision disabilities upon request in advance at (925) 779-7009 or TDD (925) 7797081.

CITY OF ANTIOCH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Antioch will hold a
public hearing, per Elections Code Section 10010, at a SPECIAL MEETING at the Nick
Rodriguez Community Center, 213 F Street, Antioch, 9:00 A.M. on SATURDAY,
MARCH 10, 2018, on the following matter:
Receipt of public input regarding a draft map or maps for a district-based
system of electing Antioch City Council members.
All interested persons are invited to be present at aforesaid hearing and be heard
thereon. Written statements may be filed with the City Clerk, City Hall, 200 H Street
(P.O. Box 5007), Antioch, CA 94531-5007, or e-mailed to: districting@ci.antioch.ca.us
at any time prior to the hearing. This meeting facility is handicapped accessible.
Auxiliary aides will be made available upon advance request for persons with hearing or
vision disabilities. (925) 779-7009, TDD (925) 779-7081.
AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA
POR LA PRESENTE SE DA AVISO que el Concejo Municipal de la Ciudad de Antioch
conducirá una audencia pública por Sección de Código de Elecciones 10010, en una
Junta Special de el Concejo Municipal en el Centro Comunitario Nick Rodriguez, 213 F
Street, Antioch, 9:00 A.M., el sábado, 10 de marzo de 2018, en el siguiente asunto:
Recibo de comentarios del público con respecto a un mapa preliminar o mapas
para un sistema de Elecciones Basado por Distrito para elegir a los miembros
del Concejo Municipal de Antioch.
Se invita a todas personas interesadas a estar presente a tal audiencia y ser
escuchadas sobre este asunto. Declaraciónes en escrito pueden ser archiviadas con la
Secretaria de la Ciudad, en el Palacio Municipal, 200 H Street/P.O. Box 5007, Antioch,
CA 94531-5007 ó ser mandadas por correo electronico a: districting@ci.antioch.ca.us
en cualcuier momento antes de la audiencia. Esta instalacion de reuniones sera
accesible para discapacitados. Ayudas auxiliaries seran disponibles por solucitud con
anticipación por personas con discapacidades de oir y vision. Lame a (925) 779-7009,
TDD (925) 779-7081.
_ /s/ ARNE SIMONSEN _______
ARNE SIMONSEN, CMC, City Clerk
Publication Date: 02/28/18
cc:
City Attorney

Antíoch Cíty Councí/ Report
March 10, 2018 Agenda ltem #1

2

Number of Council Seats Preferred
Separately, 1 note that I have researched the issue of whether the Council could create
a greater number of council seats as part of the process the California Voting Rights Act
provides for converting from at-large to by-district elections. My research has disclosed
express authority for the creation of additional districts per California Government Code
section 34886. However, because City voters have previously endorsed having an
elected mayor, 1 do not believe any ordinance any Council adopts in the CVRA process
could eliminate the elective mayor position. (That could only occur by submitting an
appropriate measure to the voters.)
In sum, based on my research, it is my opinion that the Council keep tour electoral
districts and maintain its current composition (i.e., one elected mayor and tour
councilmembers), or it could it raise the number of council districts to six or eight 1 (while
keeping the elected mayor position, for a 7-member or 9-member body, respectively).
At the March 1 O, 2018 meeting, my office requests the Council provide direction on
whether it wishes to stick to its current 5-member arrangement or move to a 7-member
body. To facilitate consideration of an alternative number of council seats, 1 have
requested the demographer draw a proposed district map that includes six council
seats. 1 will forward that draft map under separate cover when I receive it later this
week. (1 assume that a 9-member body would be too large given the City's population,
but if it is the Council's pleasure to consider having that many seats, then we would be
happy to work with the demographer accordingly.)
Timing of lmplementation of District Elections
A separate issue for which Council direction is necessary is on when to have the district
elections begin. To this end, 1 include correspondence from the County Registrar of
Voters, who has expressed concerned about his office's ability to implement district
elections in the upcoming general election this November (which is the first available
election in which Antioch could switch to by-district elections.) 1 question whether the
Registrar has the authority to not implement districting elections starting this year, but I
did want to convey his statement to the Council for your consideration.
I note that two councilmembers have been elected for terms through 2020. Consistent
with Government Code section 34873, it does not appear these terms can be abridged.
Thus, the options appear to be to partially implement district elections starting in 2018 or

1

lt does not appear, however, that the City could have a combination of by
district and at-large council seats. For instance, the City could not have a combination
of tour district positions and two at-large positions. The applicable Government Code
section, section 34871, does not indicate such is a permissible composition for a
general /aw city council. (A charter city likely could have such a council composition, but
Antioch is a general law city.) This section only authorizes "by-district" or "from-district"
elections (in which councilmembers are elected in districts in which they live, but in
which the entire population is able to vote for each district).
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to implement districting all at once beginning in 2020. Possible scenarios could include
the following:
Staqgered rol/out of district elections starting this year. In this scenario,
the City would keep the two at-large seats of the councilmembers whose
terms do not expire, and it would implement two of the four districts for this
November's election; then in 2020, the City would replace the two
remaining at-large seats with the two other districts. This would keep the
current staggering of elections in which two councilmembers are up for
election each election cycle.
lmplement districts al/ at once in 2020: With this option, the city would
start all district elections in 2020, but provide that half of the districts would
initially be for 2-year terms, while the other half would be for full 4-year
terms. Then, in 2022, the districts for which 2-year initial terms were held
would convert to 4-year terms. This would allow for the Council to
maintain a staggered election system. (What this would mean for the two
council seats that are up this year is that those would still be elected on an
at-large basis in November, but they would only provide for terms of two
years.)
lf a 6-member council is preferred: In this scenario, 1 recommend the
Council keep a four-member council for 2018 and choose one of the two
options above. The additional two council seats would then be created
effective for the 2020 election. To ensure an even staggering (i.e., three
seats up each election cycle), one new district seat would need to be for
an initial 2-year term.
ATTACHMENTS

A. Working Draft District Map No. 1
B. Working Draft District Map No. 2
C. Memorandum from J. Canciamilla, Jan. 29, 2018

