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GOVERNMENT CLAIM UNDER CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE § 910 
 

1. Name and Address of Claimant and Representative for Notices 
 
Claimant 
Steven A. Ford 
c/o g3mh, LLP 
1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000 
San Francisco, CA 94109-5454  
(415) 673-5600 
 
Public Entity 
City of Antioch  
City Hall 
200 H Street 
Antioch, CA 94509 
 
Involved Officers/Employees 

 Former Mayor Lamar Thorpe (also known as Lamar Hernandez-Thorpe);  

 City Manager Bessie Scott; and  

 Other City of Antioch employees or agents responsible for the unauthorized disclosure, 
whose identities are presently unknown. 

 
2. Date, Time, and Location of Incident 
 

 Dates  

o November 27, 2024 (confidential email summarizing allegations) 

o December 3, 2024 (media publication of leaked information) 

o February 18, 2025 (City’s private memorandum to Ford confirming the allegations 
were unfounded) 

o April 2025 (notification that Ford was not selected as Police Chief) 
 

 Location 

o Antioch City Hall; East Bay media outlets, including the Antioch Herald and East 
Bay Times 

 
3. Circumstances Giving Rise to Claim 
 
Mr. Ford was subjected to an internal investigation by the City of Antioch in November 2024, 
based solely on an unverified accusation from his estranged spouse.  On November 27, 2024, City 
Manager Scott summarized the unsubstantiated allegation in a confidential email sent only to then-
Mayor Thorpe.  That email was leaked to the press, causing widespread public damage to Mr. 
Ford’s reputation.  The City’s negligent or intentional failure to secure confidential personnel 
information, as required by Penal Code § 832.7, directly caused the unauthorized disclosure, and 
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its refusal to publicly retract the allegations amplified the reputational damage.  This breach of the 
City’s statutory duty to safeguard personnel records directly enabled the harmful disclosure. 
 
At no time prior to the media leak did the City of Antioch notify Mr. Ford that he was under 
investigation or that such allegations had been made.  He was not provided an opportunity to 
respond or to participate in the process.  Indeed, Mr. Ford first learned of the allegations—and the 
City’s internal investigation—only after they had been disclosed through the media.   
 
Further, Mr. Ford was not provided with a copy of the investigation findings until after the 
undersigned attorney contacted the City to address the publication of false and defamatory 
information.  Only then, on February 18, 2025, did the City issue a written memorandum 
confirming that its internal investigation had concluded and that the allegations against Mr. Ford 
were unfounded.  However, this communication was preceded by inconsistent representations by 
the City.  On February 12, 2025, the undersigned attorney contacted the interim City Attorney, 
seeking confirmation that no internal investigation was pending, noting that Mr. Ford had received 
no notice, was never interviewed, and had been separated from the City for over one year.  After 
receiving no response, a follow-up message was sent on February 19.  On February 24, the interim 
City Attorney replied that an investigation was “open and pending,” documentation of which is 
available upon request.  Mr. Ford did not receive the February 18 letter, which confirmed the 
investigation was closed with a finding of “Unfounded,” until February 27, 2025.  The City’s 
inconsistent communications, including falsely stating on February 24, 2025, that the investigation 
was “open and pending” after it had concluded, demonstrate bad faith and aggravated harm to Mr. 
Ford.  This bad faith and the City’s negligent or intentional disclosure of confidential information 
form a pattern of misconduct that aggravated Mr. Ford’s injuries.   
 
Despite privately acknowledging the allegations were unfounded, the City’s failure to publicly 
retract the accusations perpetuated the damage to Mr. Ford’s professional standing.  
 
Shortly thereafter, Mr. Ford was informed that he had not been selected as Antioch Police Chief, 
despite reaching the final interview stage.  Mr. Ford had publicly supported then-candidate Ron 
Bernal, who defeated Mayor Thorpe in the November 2024 election, raising serious concerns that 
the City’s conduct and failure to repair the public damage were motivated, at least in part, by 
political retaliation.  Discovery will clarify whether former Mayor Thorpe or other officials were 
aware of Mr. Ford’s endorsement and acted with retaliatory intent.  
 
4. Legal Bases for Claim (Causes of Action) 
 
Claimant alleges the following legal violations: 

 Defamation (Libel per se).1   

 False Light.2 

 Invasion of Privacy (Public Disclosure of Private Facts).3 

 
1 These violations stem from the unauthorized disclosure and failure to navigate harm, not the 
investigation itself, rendering immunity under Gov. Code § 821.6 inapplicable.   
2 These violations stem from the unauthorized disclosure and failure to navigate harm, not the 
investigation itself, rendering immunity under Gov. Code § 821.6 inapplicable.   
3 These violations stem from the unauthorized disclosure and failure to mitigate harm, not the 
investigation itself, rendering immunity under Gov. Code § 821.6 inapplicable.   



City of Antioch 
Attn: City Clerk/Claims Administrator 
April 28, 2025 
Page 4 
 

 Breach of Confidentiality (Penal Code § 832.7).  This breach of the City’s statutory duty 
to safeguard personnel records directly enabled the harmful disclosure.  

 Violation of Peace Officer Procedural Bill of Rights Act (POBRA) (Gov. Code §§ 3300 et 
seq.).  The City violated Gov. Code §§ 3304 and 3305 by failing to notify Mr. Ford of the 
investigation, denying him an opportunity to respond, and improperly disclosing personnel 
information.  These POBRA protections apply to Mr. Ford, to the extent applicable, as a 
former officer, given the investigation’s impact on his personnel record and reputation.4 

 Political Retaliation (California Constitution, Art. I §§ 2, 3). 

 Violation of California Labor Code §§1101 & 1102. 

 Failure to Hire in Retaliation. 

 Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress (IIED) and Negligent Infliction of Emotional 
Distress (NIED). 

 Declaratory and Injunctive Relief. 
 
Claimant also reserves the right to assert additional causes of action after discovery, including civil 
rights violations under state or federal law. 
 
5. Injury and Damages 

 Severe reputational harm in the law enforcement and broader community 

 Loss of past and future employment opportunities 

 Emotional distress, humiliation, and mental anguish 

 Economic damages, including lost wages, future income, and attorneys’ fees 

 Continuing harm to career prospects, public image, and professional standing 
 

6. Amount of Damages 
 
The amount of damages is currently unliquidated but exceeds $500,000.  This includes general 
and special damages, such as lost wages from the Antioch Police Chief position, emotional distress 
damages from public humiliation, attorneys’ fees, and statutory penalties where permitted, subject 
to proof at trial. 
 
7. Relief Sought 
 

 Monetary damages (economic and non-economic) 

 A public retraction and apology, published in the Antioch Herald, Times Herald, and East 
Bay Times and on the City’s official website, acknowledging that the allegations were 
unfounded and that Mr. Ford committed no misconduct. 

 Injunctive relief prohibiting future disclosures of protected personnel records 

 Attorneys’ fees and civil penalties 

 
4 See Riverside v. Klitgaard (2018) 180 Cal.App.4th 1206 (POBRA protections may extend to 
former officers in investigations impacting personnel records or reputational harm). 





 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 





 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 
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