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STAFF REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL

DATE: Regular Meeting of December 14, 2021

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

SUBMITTED BY: Thomas Lloyd Smith, City Attorney TLS

SUBJECT: Appointment of Mayor Pro Tem

RECOMMENDED ACTION
It is recommended that the City Council nominate and appoint the Mayor Pro Tempore.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact associated with this action.

DISCUSSION
Government Code § 36802 states that the mayor shall preside at the meetings of the 
City Council. If the mayor is absent or unable to act, the mayor pro tempore shall serve 
until the mayor returns or is able to act. The mayor pro tempore has all of the powers 
and duties of the mayor.

Antioch Municipal Code § 2-1.403 states that the Mayor Pro Tempore shall have all the 
duties and responsibilities specified in the California Government Code.  Pursuant to 
Cal. Gov't Code § 36802, the Mayor Pro Tempore serves in the absence of the Mayor 
or if he is unable to act until the mayor returns or is able to act.  During such time, the 
Mayor Pro Tempore has all of the powers and duties of the Mayor.  However, pursuant 
to Cal. Gov't Code § 34902, in the case of a vacancy in the office of the Mayor for any 
reason, the City Council shall fill the vacancy by appointment, or by calling an election 
as specified in that provision. (AMC § 2-1.403)

On June 23, 2020, the City Council adopted an ordinance amending Sections 1.401 and 
1.402 of Title 2 of the Antioch Municipal Code revising the selection process and term of 
office for Mayor Pro Tempore . The selection process under the ordinance 
reads as follows:

§ 2-1.401 SELECTION.

(A) At the first City Council meeting following each general municipal election, or
at the first City Council meeting of December during every odd year commencing
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in 2021, the City Council shall designate one of its members to be Mayor Pro 
Tempore. 
 
(B) The City Council shall select the Mayor Pro Tempore as follows: 
 
  (1) The Council member who has not previously served as Mayor 
Pro Tempore shall be selected. If more than one Council member has not 
previously served as Mayor Pro Tempore, the City Council shall select the 
member who received the highest percentage of votes from his or her district in 
the most recent general municipal election at which the council member was 
elected. If the selected Council member declines, the City Council shall select the 
next Council member who has not previously served and has the next highest 
percentage of votes from his or her district. 
 
  (2) If all Council members have previously served as mayor pro 
tempore, or if the Council members eligible in accordance with subsection (B)(1) 
decline, the City Council shall select the Council member who received the 
highest percentage of votes in his or her district in the most recent general 
municipal election at which the Council member was elected. If the selected 
Council member declines, or if the Council member would serve two consecutive 
years if chosen, the City Council shall select the member with the next highest 
percentage of votes from his or her district in the most recent general municipal 
election at which the Council member was elected.  

 
 
Attachment A to this staff report contains the November 30, 2020 City of Antioch City 
Council election results.   
 
ATTACHMENTS  

A. Election Results for the City of Antioch 














